Special feature Epi Info™ as an Open-source Application
The CDC's National Center for Public Health Informatics (NCPHI) recently released the Epi Info™ code to the public, making it the first Public Health Information Network (PHIN) application to go open source. Because the code is freely available, other developers and other entities can work with the Epi Info™ code to add features, contribute enhancements, and make it a much better product. Going open source will also help Epi Info™ grow a wider user base, and as it grows, CDC hopes to attract more users who may want to help with development.
The Epi Info™ user base is already quite large, with over a million users worldwide. In its 22-year existence, many CDC developers and contractors have worked on Epi Info™, resulting in an amalgam of code that needed better organization and updating to bring it up to today's standards plus to make it suitable for release to the Open-source community of developers. With the successful testing of the Mesh4x module, CDC now recommends Mesh4x for anyone who needs to synchronize data using Epi Info™.
Our Release Method
To ensure our user base a successful transition to open source, there are currently three versions of Epi Info™. Epi
Info™ 3.5.1 is the latest stable release of the application and has been deployed to the user base. Epi Info™ 7 and Epi Info™ Community Edition (CE) share identical code; however, Epi Info™ 7 is being developed at the CDC and Epi
Info CE has been posted on the Codeplex website for Open-source developers to use.
Page number not for citation purposes 3
• Epi Info™ 3.5.1: The current version is the final version to be released to its user base using the existing code. This version is not an Open-source product.
• Epi Info™ 7: This next version is currently in the early stage of the development process (Pre-Beta version).
It will replace version 3.5.1 and although not an Open-source version, it will include modules and other enhancements created and/or suggested by the open source community, as well as by CDC developers.
• federal security requirements and is vetted by the CDC before it goes to the user base within the agency.
Eventually, there will be a fork in the two development efforts: Epi Info™ CE will be one product, and CDC's Epi Info™ 7 will be a CDC-supported product that meets federal security requirements.
However during the entire process, the communication between users, developers, and sponsors will be ongoing and bi-directional. Currently, CDC is working on the communication process between users and the CDC Epi Info™ Team.
CDC has a Web board for users to submit their enhancement ideas. There is also another board called MyEpiInfo, which is completely independent from CDC and provides a forum for developers to collaborate. 
